Photographer Showcase
Step 2: Interview Form

I. Instructions:

1. Read this entire document before you interview your photographer.
2. Add your responses to the appropriate areas.
3. Note that you will be required to ask your photographer in your interview to send an email to me at mbrock@msjc.edu verifying that the interview was completed. 
4. After the interview, your summary of these questions as a file named:  "LastNameFirstInitialPhotogIntrvw"  For example, MouseMickeyPhotogIntrvw
5. Please save the file in one of the following formats:   .doc, .docx, .pdf, .rtf.  
6. Submit your saved document by the Step 2 due date in Blackboard through the "Photographer Showcase-Step 2" assignment module. This module will be included in your Learning Units as the due date approaches.
7. Please do not email this form to me. Thanks!
8. Complete Areas III, IV, V (don't miss the red items on the final pages).

II. Things To Keep in Mind:

Your interview is your information gathering stage of your project.  After you gather important details about your photographer, you will analyze the information and use it to create a presentation about his/her work in a VoiceThread.  You might want to review the Step 3 final instructions before you interview your photographer, as they may prompt you to come up with some additional questions you may want to ask or surface new questions for you during the interview.

About VoiceThread:
· You will need to explain to your photographer that you will be required to use six of his/her photographs in a VoiceThread presentation about his/her work.  S/he will not know what VoiceThread is.  I recommend that you share this example with him/her.  This is a student project from one of my previous classes.  It will illustrate what VoiceThread is and how the photographs will be used and shared. https://voicethread.com/share/3033905/
· Also, explain that your presentation will be shared with our class but it will not be shared publicly on the web (it won't be found in a public Google search, for example) unless s/he specifically wants it to be public (this is an option that can be accommodated).  VoiceThread has three privacy settings: private (only our class can view it), semi-private (only those with direct access to the link can view it), and fully public (it may be found in a web search).

About Image Format and Permissions
· When you ask your photographer for permission to use his/her images in your project (see below) don't be surprised if s/he may wants to understand more about how the images will be used.  This is very normal -- photographs are a photographer's intellectual property.  It's important for you to stress that this is strictly an "educational" project that will only be shared with our class (unless additional share permissions are granted).  This is also where sharing the link to the VoiceThread example (above) will be helpful (by the way, that link has been made public, at the photographer's request).
· Also, as a condition of the project, you will be expected to attribute the images (which means give the photographer proper authorship and copyright credit).  You will want to make this clear to the photographer.

Keep in mind, that I'm here for you if you have any questions along the way.  I know this feels like a lot to take in...but just take it one step at a time and know that photographers are creative, wonderful people who, in general, are very excited about sharing their work with curious students. :)

III. Verification Email
Before you start asking the interview questions, get this out of the way -- or else you're likely to forget it! :)  

Please give the photographer my email address (mbrock@msjc.edu) and ask him/her to send a brief email verifying that the interview with you took place.  

The email:
· must be sent from his/her email address
· must include the photographer's first and last name
· must include your first and last name
· may include lingering questions s/he may have, as well! I will be happy to respond.

IV. Information to Gather in Your Interview:
Keep this nearby.  You can take notes elsewhere but you will need to submit this information to me by the due date for Step 2.

1. Photographer name:

2. Date of interview (or approximate if email):


3. Photographer website:


4.  Where and when has the photographer had his/her work exhibited (galleries or museums):



5.  Names of photographic process(es) used.  (darkroom photography, gum bichromate prints, daguerreotype, specific type of digital process or printing)




6.  Type of camera(s) used.




7.  How did s/he become an artist?




8. Training and/or education related to photography.




9.  What is the photographer's work about (that is, in the eyes of the photographer)? 




10.  How has the photographer's work progressed or changed over time?  




11. Names of photographers who have influenced his/her work.



12. Anything else about the photographer's work or experiences as a photographer you are curious about.


(By the way, in your showcase project you will share your own analysis and interpretation of the photographer's work.  There will be no right or wrong answer to this, but I do want you to think critically about the imagery and reflect on what it means to you.  If there's anything you'd like to ask the photographer about in the interview to support the development of your thoughts, keep that in mind.)


V.  Image Format & Permissions:

Photographs are creative works that are automatically covered under US copyright law.  The artist is the owner of the work's copyright and anytime another person uses or distributes a copyrighted work (like a photograph), permission must be obtained from the copyright owner.  

You will need to get permission to use at least 6 images of his/her work in your online project.  Be sure to share this with the photographer and discuss the best option for you to select and use the images. It will be easiest for you if these images are already online and you can link to them (the urls must end in .jpg) but the files could also be sent to you via email if the photographer is comfortable with that.  Be sure to explain that you will be creating a VoiceThread and share the link to the student VoiceThread project shared on page one of this document.

*First, please confirm that the photographer has images available on his/her website in .jpg or .png format.  If the images are shared online in flash format, they will NOT be able to be used in VoiceThread. If they images are only available online in flash format, ask the photographer what the best way is to access .jpg or .png versions of his/her images.

Please place an X in one of the following spaces.

_____ I have confirmed that the images are available online in the form of .jpgs or .pngs.

_____  The images are available online in flash format but I have made arrangements with the photographer to retrieve .jpg or .png images for the creation of my VoiceThread. 



*Second, ask the photographer how s/he wants you to attribute the images in the project.  For example, "Copyright 2011, Sandra Smith," or "All Rights Reserved, Tom Brown," etc.  This is very important that you follow the photographer's instructions on this*

Please include a YES or NO in the space below. If NO, explain.

_____ I have permission to use the photographer's images in my online project.

How does the photographer want the images attributed in your project (provide a sample attribution here):  
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